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The Gentlemen of the Grand Jury 


O F 


The CITY of CORK, 


GENTLEMEN, 
053588 HAT I may give a pub- 


90 Ti; lick Teſtimony of the 
00 


Readineſs with which I 


to comply with your 
Requeſts, I have ſent this Sermon © 


222289) ) ſhall always be inclined | 


— 
. 


(4) 


be Printed without any Alterations : 


T ſhall make no further Apology to 
the World for the ſhortneſs o it ; 
than by informing You, that I was 
unwilling to deprive it of thatRecom- 
mendation from the Preſs, which TI 
fear was its moſt agreeable Qualifi- 
Cation in the Pulpit, who am 


Gentlemen, 
Your 
moſt obedient 
humble Serv. 
ROBERT, CORKE. 


SERMON 


_ Chriſt Church, Corke, &c. 


Jeremiah, 22, 13. 
Wo unto him that buildeth his 
Houſe by unrighteouſneſs, and his 
Chambers by wrong ; that uſeth his 
Neighbours ſervice without wages, 
and giveth him not for his Work. 


DIE Prophet in theſe Words which I have 
now read unto you, denounceth the Wo of 
00 95 GOD's Indignation againſt all Unrighteous 
_ deali 


with our Neighbour. Fo, ſays he, 
unto him that buildeth his bouſe in unrighte- 


T 
22S 
656 


ene, By which Expreſſion, he meaneth no more than 1 


(6) 


he had ſaid, who maketh a Fortune by Unrighteouſneſs ; or 
as the Prophet Habakkuk expreſſeth it; VI ho gaineth an 
evil gain to his houſe. And by the different expreſſions of 
building his Houſe, or of building his Chambers, he intends 
to denote the greater or lefſer degrees of Gain, which any 
one may make by defrauding or oppreſſing his Neighbour. 


The Prophet Jeremiah was ſent to the People of Fudahb, 
a Stubborn and Rebellious People ; to put them in mind of 
their Duty, and to warn them againſt all choſe Evils, which 
their iniquitous proceedings were likely to bringupon them ; 
And as theſe things were written for our Enſample, I think 
it very proper at this time, to warn you, my Brethren, a- 
gainſt the Practice of theſe Crimes, which the Prophet de- 
clares with a Solemn Wo to be highly offenſive in the Eyes 
of our Creator. * 


A particular detail of all the various methods of Unrigh- 
teous dealing with our Neighbour would be too minute and 
tedious for our preſent purpoſe ; but may be ſufficiently ſup- 
plyed, by laying before you ſome of the N Points of 
this kind, wherein People generally offend ; from whence 
every one of my hearers may make a Faun application to 
his particular Circumſtances, and by laying his Hand upon 
his Heart; and appealing to his own Conſcience, may be 2 
competent Judge, whether he has offended in this way or 
b 155 ; ARS Thi.” ora 


And, that 1 may Imprint what 1 have to fay more ef- 


fQually upon your Memories, L {hall purſue the following 
* r 


5 (YJ 


Firſt, I ſhall confider the general Evil of Coverouf- 


neſs, 


2dly, I ſhall confider thoſe kinds of Unrighteous Deal- 
ings, which may be ranked under the general Name of Op- 
preſſion. 


And laſtly, 1 ſhall conſider the Iniquity of thofe, who 
according to the latter part of my Text, uſe their Neigb- 
bours Service witbout Wages, and give him not for his 
Work, | | | 


The firſt Head, under which I ſhall conſider the Me- 
thods of building our Houſe by Unrighteouſneſs, is that of 
Covetouſnets. The Original Word which is made uſe of 
in the Greek Tongue to expreſs Covetouſne/s, ſignifys a defire 
of having more than one is poſſeſſed of ar 2 and may 
very eaſily be conceived to conſiſt in heaping up Wealth, 
by a Niggardly and Miſerly detention of that to which we 
have * right; without any attempt or deſign of De- 
frauding our Neighbour. This, however, though it be the 
leaſt and loweſt degree of Evil that is attendant on Covetouſ- 
neſs, is very one in the Sight of our Creator. 


The Deſire of having a reaſonable Fund for the Support 
of our Selves and our Family, and of laying up what is ſuf- 
ficient to preſerve us and them from Want in Old Age, is 
2 and juſtifiable: And it is moreover very agreeable 
th to Nature and Reaſon for Men when they are grown 
into years, and cannot expect to live much longer themſelves, 
to have a ſtrong inclination for ſaving Money, in __ to 
Cr” | e 
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make a proviſion for thoſe Children, . which were the Pro- 
ductions of their Youth. When theſe deſires are kept 
within their due Bounds, and Men are content with 5 
a reaſonable and decent Proviſion for themſelves and thoſe 
who are to ſucceed them in their Subſtance, it is then a virtu- 
ous and commendable Inclination : But when theſe deſires 
are indulged to an exorbitant degree, when Men are ſollici- 
tous about hoarding up Money, of amaſſing heaps of Wealth, 
and yet cannot find in their Hearts to diſpoſe of the leaſt - 

rtion thereof, to ſupply the private Neceſſities of their 
indigent Neighbours, or perhaps to furniſh themſelves and 
their Families with the Comforts or even Conveniencies of 
Life: Then is the proper End, for which alone Riches are 
deſirable, entirely ſubverted; and the more a Man faves, with 
ſuch diſpoſitions about him, he becomes in reality ſo. much 

the Poorer. For may not every Man be juſtly ſaid to be 
pPoorer than he was, when his Cares are enlarged, without 
enlarging his Comforts? Or indeed, how can any Man be 
aid to be Rich, while he labours under all the inconvenien- 
cies of Poverty? Ile that will not uſe his Leggs, is much 
in the fame condition with him who has none to uſe ; And 
the Man who is Guardian of Wealth, which he will nor 
allow himſelf to enjoy, is little better than che Centinel at 


the Door of a Treaſury. 


But the misfortune of ſuch a kind of Diſpoſition is, that 
it ſeldom ſtops here. An earneſt and vehement deſire of 
having more than we are at preſent poſſeſſed of, naturally 
inclines Men to purſue all the methods which can be deviſed 
for gratifying ſuch an unbounded thirſt : And it is ſeldom 
that Men, who have any warmth of Temper, and are this 


way 
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(9) 
way inclined, will content themſelves with the flow and tedi- 
ous way of making a Fortune, only by ſaving and laying up 
what realy belongs unto them: But in order to increaſe their 
Wealth, will leave no Method unpractiſed which their own 


abilities, their Riches, their Friends, or their ſtation in Life 
will ſupport them in, to defraud and oppreſs their Neighbour. 


And hence ariſe all the various methods ot Iniquity, which 


Men intent upon growimg Rich and Great purſue, in Suild- 


ing their Houſes by unrighteouſneſs, and their Chambers by 


Wrong, 


Which leads me to the ſecond Head I props to lay be- 
fore you, which was to conſider ſeveral of thoſe kinds of un- 


righteous es which may be ranked under the general 


Name of Oppreſſion. 


The natural Conſtitution of all Society neceſſarily re- 
quires a Subordination of Powers. It is an Obſervation that 


has been made ſome thouſands of Years ago, that the Body 


Politick may be compared to the Body Natural. There 
muſt be a Head to direct as well as Hands to work and 
Feet to walk. There muſt be Perſons, appointed and in- 


veſted with publick AY. to direct the diſpoſition of 
e 


the ſeveral parts, and oblige them to perform their various 
Functions with Regularity and Order. There muſt be Go- 


vernors appointed for the puniſhment of Evil doers, as well as | 
for the praiſe of them that do well. And this is the Founda- 
tion of all that Power and Superiority, which one Man claims 


over another, by the Laws of Society. All Men are by Na- 
| B | | ture 
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ture Equal. There is no ſuch thing as one Man having a 
natural Right of Government over the reſt of his fellow Crea- 
tures. The greateſt Monarch that ever fate upon a Throne, 
never had any natural Right over the meaneſt of his Subjects; 
He has no right but what is given him by the Laws of So- 
ciety ; this is the Foundation of all his Right; and whate- 
ver Power he makes uſe of, that is not to be juſtify'd by 
the ſettled Laws and Rules of Society, is all Uſurpation and 
Tyranny. And whoever he is, that is inveſted by Publick 


Authority with any kind or degree of Power, from the 


higheſt to the Loweſt, from the Prince to the Peaſant, if he 
miſapplies that Power, and perverts it to the Prejudice and 
Detriment of the pooreſt, the meaneſt Subject of the Com- 
mon-wealth, he is, in his way, a Tyrant and an Oppreſſor. 


It is right, that Perſons entruſted with the care of Saciety 
ſhould by Publick Authority be inveſted with ſeveral Privi- 
leges and Immunities, that dignify and diſtinguiſh them from 
the generality of the People: That different degrees of 
Power ſhould be attended with different degrees of Honour; 
to the end that Perſons inveſted therewith ſhould be reveren- 
ced and reſpcted accordingly. | 


It is right, that thoſe who are employ'd in making Laws 
for the good of the Community, ſhould always be at Liber- 


ty and leiſure to attend their Charge; and that their minds 
may be as free as their bodys, it is likewiſe right, that they 
ſhould have no avocations to buſineſs of leſs moment; and 
therefore it ought not to be in the Power of any Perſon at 
ſuch times to diſturb, or diſtreſs them on account of their 

| private 
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you affairs. But if any ſuch Men ſhould on the other 


and abuſe this Liberty, and pervert theſe Privileges; and 
inſtead of employing them for the good of the Community, 
and the benefit of their Fellow- ſubjects, ſhould make uſe of 
them as a Skreen to blind the eyes, or ſtop the hands of Juſhce, 


to ſupport them in oppreſling their Neighbours, or to protect 
themſelves from paying their juſt and lawfull Debts; then 
Curſed be fuch Immunities, for they are fierce, and ſuch 
Privileges for they are Cruel. 


Nor is Oppreſſion and Tyranny confined only to the 


higher Stations in the Commonwealth; but, according to 
the Temper and Diſpoſition of the Perſon entruſted with 


Power, gradually deſcend to the loweſt Offices of che State. 
Many there are, I make no doubt, in their ſeveral Stations, 
who” endeavour to employ that Power, with which they are 
inveſted by the Commonwealth, for it's real ſervice and ad- 


vantage, in diſtributing Juſtice, relieving the Oppreſſed, and 
being a Father to the Fatherleſs. But ſome I fear there are 
- who pervert it to the contrary ends; to enable them to 


Domineer and Tyranize over their Tenants, and their Neigh- 
bours; to grind the faces of the Poor, and to make themſelves 
a Terrour and Plague to all that are round about them. Wo 
unto them, ſays the Prophet Micah, that deviſe Iniquity and 


work evil upon their beds: When the Morning is light they 


prattiſe it, becauſe it is in the power of their hands. And 
they covet Fields and take them by Violence, and houſes, and 


tale them away : So they oppreſs a Man and his houſe, even 
'@ Man and his heritage. Wo unto them, ſays the Prophet 
Iſaiah, that are mighty to drink wine, and Men of ſtrengtb 
N | | 70 


to mi nple frong drink : Which Jae the wicked for re- 
ward, and take away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous 
from him. a 


Nor is Oppreſſion only to be found among Men of fortune 
and figure in their Country, but alſo among the meaneft 
and loweſt of the People. The ſword of Power is a terrible 
inſtrament in the hands of an unmercifull Man; ard when 
Perſons bred in low life are entruſted therewith, they too 
frequently uſe it with the utmoſt ſeverity. There are ſome 
offices in every State, which cannot well be executed by any 
but Perſons of the loweſt rank: And as ſuch have not many 
opportunities of building their Chambers by wrong, they 

neraly make uſe of their time; and as they are urged on 

y Neceſſity, ſo are they unreſtrained by ſhame, from ſtoop- 
ing to the loweſt and baſeſt kinds of Oppreſſion. The rich 
Tyrant too often reaps the benefit of the ou Man's labour, 
and ſhares the produce of his neighbour's Field; but the Ty- 
rant in low life, raketh the very ground, he taketh the Har- 
veſt out of the thorns, and leaveth not behind the glean- 
ings of the Stubble. Salomon makes uſe of a ſtrong Image to 
repreſent the deſtructive virulence of this low kind of Ty- 
ranny ; When the poor oppreſſeth the poor, it is, ſays he, like a 
| ſweeping rain that leaveth no food. It ſweeps clean, and 
leaveth nothing behind, except the marks of its own violence 
and Deſolation, 


Nor do Men become Oppreſſors of their follow-ſubjeRs 
by the help of legal Authority only, but ſometimes without 
it, nay even in direct oppoſition to it: When they are 
ſupported 
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ſupported by their Riches, or their friends, to break through 
the boundarys of the Laws. or at leaſt to evade and elude 
them, Rich Men have been often compared to Mountains; 
which colle& the dews of Heaven in their ſecret Reſervoirs, 
to diſperſe them in Springs, and fountains, and winding 
Rivers on the lower Vales : So the Rich Man's wealth 


when let forth in due proportion and proper. Sean 


furniſhes the Poor with Plenty, filleth the Hungry with 
good things, and ſendeth the Induſtrious fatisfy'd away. But 
when Riches on the contrary light into the hands of Purſe- 
proud, Litigious, ill deſigning Men, they too often burſt forth 
in floods of Violence and Oppreſſion; and when let out of 
their Caverns, for ſuch purpoſes, become like a ſweeping 
rain, that bears down all before it. 8 


The influence that money has over corrupt minds is an 
obſervation as old as the Days of the ſon of Sirach, who 
adviſes people to be very cautious of offending a Rich Man. 


For, ſays he, as the matter of the fire is, ſo it burneth : 
And as a Man's ſtrength is, ſo is his wrath; and accord- 
ing to his riches his anger riſeth, and the ſtronger they are 
which contend, the more they will be inflamed. - And in 
other places he ſays, Be not at, variance with a rich Man 
” leaſt he overweigh thee ; for Gold hath deſtroyed many, 
and perverted the hearts of Kings. Burthen not thy ſelf 
above thy power while thou liveſt, and have no — 
” ſhip with one that is mightier and richer than thy ſelf: 
For how agree the Kettle and the earthen Pot together? 


for if the one be ſinitten againſt the other, it ſhall be 
ws "OE. 
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broken. The Rich Man hath done wrong, and yet he 
threatneth withal; the poor Man is wronged, but he muſt 
”--intreat. A rich Man, /ays be, beginning to fall is upheld 
of his friends; but a poor Man being down is thruſt a- 
&« way, When a rich Man is fallen; he hath many helpers: 
« He ſpeaketh things not to be ſpoken, and yet Men juſtify 
« him : The poor Man flipped and they rebuked him, he 
« ſpoke wiſely, but could have no place. When a rich 
Man ſpeaketh, every Man holdeth his tongue, and look 
% hat he ſaith, they extol ir to the clouds ; but if the poor 
« Man ſpeak, they ſay what fellow is this? and if he 
« ſtumble they will help to overthrow him. This is a 
frightfull picture of human nature, but a very true one; ſo 
true, that it has retained the juſtneſs of it's ſimilitude from 
the days of Sirach to this very day. 


It is a melancholy thing to reflect on the numberleſs ſcenes 
of Oppreſſion, that ate daily acted by Knots, by Clans, by 
Clubs of Men united together; under the pretence of ſup- 
| ann. their Friends, and preſerving an Intereſt. This may 

friendſhip according to their ſentiments, but it is in reality 
the friendſhip of Highway-Men, the Friendſhip of a Gang 
'of Robbers. Whether it is equally diſhonourable or no, 
I need not ſay; but ſure I am it is equally diſhoneſt. 


Nor is it only by the Aſſiſtance of Friends, or of Riches, 


or of Mens Station in Life, that they are enabled to injure. 
or oppreis one another; bur, as Society cannot ſubſiſt without 
FTraffick and Commerce, it frequently happens that Men in 
their mutual Dealings have opportunities of — Joe 
9 8 other 
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other. And whoever he is that layeth hold of theſe oppor- 
tuniries, and taketh advantage of his Neighbours. neceſſity, 
either to raiſe the value of his Goods, to an exorbitant price; 
or to demand too high an Intereſt for the loan of Money, 
which is Properly called. Uſury ; Or to oblige his neighbour 
to part with his Goods at an under-rate; He burldeth bis 
houſe by unrighteouſneſs and his chambers by wrong. | 


Among the laws which God gave to the Jews, there were 
ſeveral very expreſs ones againſt theſe kinds of Crimes; and 
this is what is meant by the Command given in the 25 Chap. 
of Leviticus where it is ſaid, If thou felleſt ought unto thy 
neighbour or buyeſt ought of thy neighbour's band; Ye ſhall 
not oppreſs one another. And in the number of Crimes for 
which the Prophet Ezekiel denounceth the Judgements of 


God againſt the People of Feruſalem, he reckons up theſe of 


Uſury and Extortion. For, ſays he, becauſe thou haſt taken 


Uſary, and Increaſe, and thou haſt greedily gained of thy 


neighbours by Extortion, and haſt forgotten me, ſays the Lord 
God, therefore I have ſmitten mine band at the diſhoneſt 
gain which thou haſt ma de. 


come now in the laſt place to conſider thoſe who, ac- 


cording to my Text, uſe their neighbours ſervice without wages 
and give him not for his work, 


This kind of Iniquity, againſt which Wo is denounced 
in the words of my Text, though it be too common, is yet of 


a very henious nature. And I take this opportunity of de- 


claring it as my fixed opinion, that of all the various ways 


of 
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of unrighteous dealing with our Neighbour, there is not 
any one, Murder only excepted, that is more offenſive in 
the ſight of our Creator, or will meet with ſeverer degrees 
of puniſhment in another world, than this of not paying 
our juſt debts to thoſe Perſons whoſe Goods, or whoſe Induf” 
try, we have apply'd to our own ſervice. Let us conſider. 
that moſt of thoſe who live by their Induſtry are generally 
poor and needy; their daily gain furniſhes them with daily 
bread; and he who robs them of it, or even detains it from 
them, frequently ſends them and their numerous family 
hungry to their beds, Can any thing in nature be more un- 
juſt and more Cruel than that ſome Perſons ſhould, live in 


affluence and plenty, be cloathed with purple and fine linnen, 


and fare ſumptuouſly every day; while thoſe poor tradeſmen, 
whoſe goods they wear, or whoſe meat they deyour, are 
hungry and thirſty, their ſoul fainting in them, trying in vain 
to ſtop the cries of their children, whoſe bowels yearn for 
Food ? How often in theſe circumſtances do poor Parents 
prefer Death to ſuch a State of uneaſineſs, and beg of the 


Grave to ſwallow them up alive? | 


Nor is it only the Tradeſman who ſuffers under this kind 


of Oppreſſion, but alſo the Labourer and the Tenant. 


How many Landlords are there, who already abound | 


with all the Superfluities of Life, who oppreſs their Tenants, 
keep them Poor and Hungry, and Naked, while they them- 
ſelves Riot in Drunkenneſs and Luxury, purchaſed with the 


produce of thoſe poor Men's Labour? 


If 
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If Almi by God could be fo Compaſſionate even to the 
Beaſts of the Field, as to give F Directions, that the 
Mouth of the Ox. which treadeth out the Corn ſhould not be 
Muzzled® can we imagine he will be. leſs regard ful of the 0 
treatment we give to the Creatures cf our own Species? No ! | 
for in the foregoing Chapter Mojes expreſily ſays, Thou ſbalt 
not oppreſs the hired Servant that 1s poor and needy. At his 
day you ſhall give him his hire, neither (hall the Sun go down 
upon it; For he is Poor, and ſetteth his heart upon it; leaſt 
he cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and it be Sin unto thee. 
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The Tradeſman and the Tenant have ſo great a depen- 


dance on the good will of their Cuſtomer and Landlord, | 


that they muſt be grievouſly oppreſſed before they will cry 
out ; and when they do cry out, their Poverty often keeps 
them from being able to obtain redreſs, ſo that when they are 
oppreſled, they muſt lie down under their oppreſſion: and 
for this reaſon among others, no doubt it is, that Almighty 
God has taken the Cauſe of the poor and needy in a parti- 


cular manner upon himſelf ; and has declared that he will 


always liſten to their Complaints. “ Ye ſhall not af- 
« flict any Widow or Fatkerleſs Child, ſays Moſes ; For if 
« thou afflict them in any wiſe, and they cry at all unto me: 

I will furely hear their Cry, ſays the Lord. Turn not 
away thine Eye from the needy, and give him no occaſion 
to curſe thee, /ays the wife Son of Sirach; For if he curſe 
thee in the bitterneſs of his Soul, his Prayer ſhall be heard 
« of him that made him.” I think I cannot conclude this 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Diſcourſe better than with the Advice of the Wiſe Solomon, 


« Rob not the Poor, ſays he, becauſe he is poor, neither op- 
4 : te preſs 


« * . 
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1 preſs the afflicted in the Gate, for the Lord will plead 
« their Cauſe, and ſpoil the Soul of thoſe that ſpoiled 8 0 


- Conſider therefore what has been ſaid, and that it may 
have its due Effect on your Lives and Converſations, the 
Lord of his inſinite Mercy grant, to whom be aſcribed all 


Honour, Glory, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, both now, 
n and for evermore. 


SSS Ss 
Ce 


19 9 ws 1 


